
Dear Senators PATRICK, Guthrie, Ward-Engelking, and
Representatives BARBIERI, Clow, Smith:

The Legislative Services Office, Research and Legislation, has received the enclosed rules of the

Division of Building Safety:

IDAPA 07.01.06 - Rules Governing the Use of National Electrical Code - Proposed Rule (Docket
No. 07-0106-1801).

Pursuant to Section 67-454, Idaho Code, a meeting on the enclosed rules may be called by the

cochairmen or by two (2) or more members of the subcommittee giving oral or written notice to Research

and Legislation no later than fourteen (14) days after receipt of the rules' analysis from Legislative

Services. The final date to call a meeting on the enclosed rules is no later than 09/24/2018. If a meeting is

called, the subcommittee must hold the meeting within forty-two (42) days of receipt of the rules' analysis

from Legislative Services. The final date to hold a meeting on the enclosed rules is 10/22/2018.

The germane joint subcommittee may request a statement of economic impact with respect to a

proposed rule by notifying Research and Legislation. There is no time limit on requesting this statement,

and it may be requested whether or not a meeting on the proposed rule is called or after a meeting has

been held.

To notify Research and Legislation, call 334-4834, or send a written request to the address on the

memorandum attached below.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Rules Review Subcommittee of the Senate Commerce & Human Resources Committee and the
House Business Committee

FROM: Principal Legislative Research Analyst - Ryan Bush

DATE: September 5, 2018

SUBJECT: Division of Building Safety

IDAPA 07.01.06 - Rules Governing the Use of National Electrical Code - Proposed Rule (Docket No.
07-0106-1801)

Summary and Stated Reasons for the Rule
The Division of Building Safety submits notice of proposed rulemaking at IDAPA 07.01.06 - Rules Gov-

erning the Use of National Electrical Code. The proposed rule adds additional amendments to the National
Electrical Code that is incorporated by reference. The amendments involve the concealment of cables in cer-
tain structures and the amount of PSI in certain water pipes.

Negotiated Rulemaking / Fiscal Impact
The Division states that negotiated rulemaking was conducted and that notice was published in the July

edition of the Idaho Administrative Bulletin. There is no fiscal impact associated with this rulemaking.

Statutory Authority
The proposed rule appears to be within the statutory authority granted to the Division in Sections 54-1005

and 54-1006, Idaho Code.

cc: Division of Building Safety
Patrick Grace

*** PLEASE NOTE ***
Per the Idaho Constitution, all administrative rules must be reviewed by the Legislature during the next legisla-
tive session. The Legislature has 3 options with this rulemaking docket: 1) Approve the docket in its entirety;
2) Reject the docket in its entirety; or 3) Reject the docket in part.

Kristin Ford, Manager
Research & Legislation

Paul Headlee, Manager
Budget & Policy Analysis

April Renfro, Manager
Legislative Audits

Glenn Harris, Manager
Information Technology

Statehouse, P.O. Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720–0054

Tel: 208–334–2475
www.legislature.idaho.gov
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IDAPA 07 – DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY
07.01.06 – RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE

DOCKET NO. 07-0106-1801

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING – PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this agency has 
initiated proposed rulemaking procedures. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 54-1001, 54-1005 and 54-
1006, Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be scheduled if requested in 
writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an agency, not later than September 19, 2018.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation must be made not 
later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a nontechnical explanation of the substance and purpose of the 
proposed rulemaking:

NEC 2017 334.10(3) requires NM cables in structures other than one (1)-, two (2)-, and multi-family dwellings 
(other structures) to “be concealed within walls, floors, or ceilings that provide a thermal barrier of material that has 
at least a fifteen (15)-minute finish rating as identified in listings of fire-rated assemblies.” This rulemaking will 
clarify the Division of Building Safety’s (Division) interpretation that NM cables located in the attics and underfloor 
areas of other structures that are not designed to be occupied are considered concealed.

IDAPA 07.01.06.011.01.k.i. allows “[t]he use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at 250 PSI (e.g. SIDR-7 or DR-9) . 
. . for use as a chase” under certain circumstances. The Division has found that such pipe is not readily available. This 
rulemaking will allow the use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at two hundred (200) PSI, instead of two hundred fifty 
(250) PSI, for use as a chase under certain circumstances. Such pipe is more readily available than, substantially 
similar to, and will accomplish the same purpose as pipe rated at two hundred fifty (250) PSI.

This rulemaking will clarify the Division’s interpretation that cables located in the attics and underfloor areas of 
other structures that are not designed to be occupied are considered concealed. This rulemaking will also allow the 
use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at two hundred (200) PSI, instead of two hundred fifty (250) PSI, for use as a 
chase under certain circumstances.

FEE SUMMARY: The following is a specific description of the fee or charge imposed or increased: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal impact on the state 
general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to Section 67-5220(1), Idaho Code, negotiated rulemaking was 
conducted. The Notice of Intent to Promulgate Rules – Negotiated Rulemaking was published in the July 4, 2018 
Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 18-7, pages 40-41.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE: Pursuant to Section 67-5229(2)(a), Idaho Code, the following is a brief 
synopsis of why the materials cited are being incorporated by reference into this rule:

National Electrical Code (NEC) 2017 Article 334.10(3) requires NM cables in structures other than one (1)-, two 
(2)-, and multi-family dwellings (other structures) to “be concealed within walls, floors, or ceilings that provide a thermal 
barrier of material that has at least a fifteen (15)-minute finish rating as identified in listings of fire-rated assemblies.” 
This rulemaking will clarify the Division of Building Safety’s (Division) interpretation that NM cables located in the 
attics and underfloor areas of other structures that are not designed to be occupied are considered concealed.

NEC Article 682.13, IDAPA 07.01.06.011.01.k.i., allows “[t]he use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at 250 PSI 
(e.g. SIDR-7 or DR-9) . . . for use as a chase” under certain circumstances. The Division has found that such pipe is not 
readily available. This rulemaking will allow the use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at two hundred (200) PSI, instead 
of two hundred fifty (250) PSI, for use as a chase under certain circumstances. Such pipe is more readily available 
than, substantially similar to, and will accomplish the same purpose as pipe rated at two hundred fifty (250) PSI.

https://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2018/07.pdf#page=40
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ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS: For assistance 
on technical questions concerning the proposed rule, contact Warren Wing, Electrical Program Manager, at (208) 
332-7147.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding this proposed rulemaking. All written comments must be 
directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before September 26, 2018.

Dated this 1st day of August, 2018.

Ron Whitney, Deputy Administrator – Administration
Division of Building Safety
1090 E. Watertower St., Ste. 150
P. O. Box 83720
Meridian, ID 83642
Phone: (208) 332-7150
Fax: (877) 810-2840

THE FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED TEXT OF DOCKET NO. 07-0106-1801
(Only Those Sections With Amendments Are Shown.)

004. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.
There are no documents that have been incorporated by reference into this rule. (        )

005. OFFICE – OFFICE HOURS – MAILING ADDRESS AND STREET ADDRESS.
The principal place of business of the Division of Building Safety, Electrical Bureau, is in Meridian, Idaho. The office 
is located at 1090 E. Watertower Street, Meridian, Idaho and is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., except Saturday, Sunday 
and legal holidays. The mailing address is: Division of Building Safety, Electrical Bureau, 1090 E. Watertower Street, 
Meridian, Idaho 83642. (        )

006. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT COMPLIANCE.
The rules contained herein have been promulgated according to the provisions of Title 67, Chapter 52, Idaho Code, 
and are public records. (        )

0047. -- 010. (RESERVED)

011. ADOPTION AND INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL 
CODE.

01. Documents. Under the provisions of Section 54-1001, Idaho Code, the National Electrical Code, 
2017 Edition, (herein NEC) is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference for the state of Idaho and shall be in full 
force and effect on and after July 1, 2017, with the following amendments: (3-29-17)

a. Article 110.3(A) and 110.3(B) shall not apply to submersible well pumps installed in swimming 
and marine areas; provided however, such articles shall apply to all other equipment required in the installation of a 
submersible well pump in such areas except for the actual submersible well pump itself. (3-28-18)

b. Article 210.8(A)(7) Sinks. Delete article 210.8(A)(7) and replace with the following: Sinks - 
located in areas other than kitchens where receptacles are installed within one and eight tenths (1.8) meters (six (6) 
feet) of the outside edge of the sink. (3-20-14)

c. Article 210.8(A)(10). Delete article 210.8(A)(10). (3-20-14)
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d. Article 210.8(D). Delete article 210.8(D). (3-20-14)

e. Article 210.52(E)(3). Delete article 210.52(E)(3) and replace with the following: Balconies, Decks, 
and Porches. Balconies, decks, and porches having an overall area of twenty (20) square feet or more that are 
accessible from inside the dwelling unit shall have at least one (1) receptacle outlet installed within the perimeter of 
the balcony, deck, or porch. The receptacle shall not be located more than two (2.0) meters (six and one half (6½) 
feet) above the balcony, deck, or porch surface. (3-20-14)

f. Add a new Article 225.30(F) – One (1)- or Two (2)-Family Dwelling Unit(s). For a one (1)- or two 
(2)-family dwelling unit(s) with multiple feeders with conductors one aught (1/0) or larger, it shall be permissible to 
install not more than six (6) disconnects grouped at one (1) location where the feeders enter the building, provided 
that the feeder conductors originate at the same switchboard, panelboard, or overcurrent protective device location.

(3-28-18)

g. Where the height of a crawl space does not exceed one and four tenths (1.4) meters or four and one 
half (4.5) feet it shall be permissible to secure NM cables, that run at angles with joist, to the bottom edge of joist. 
NM cables that run within two and one tenth (2.1) meters or seven (7) feet of crawl space access shall comply with 
Article 320.23. (3-20-14)

h. Article 334.10(3). Delete Article 334.10(3) and replace with the following: Other structures 
permitted to be of Types III, IV, and V construction. Cables shall be concealed within walls, floors, or ceilings that 
provide a thermal barrier of material that has at least a fifteen (15)-minute finish rating as identified in listings of fire-
rated assemblies. For the purpose of this section, cables located in attics and underfloor areas that are not designed to 
be occupied shall be considered concealed. (        )

hi. Article 675.8(B). Compliance with Article 675.8(B) will include the additional requirement that a 
disconnecting means always be provided at the point of service from the utility no matter where the disconnecting 
means for the machine is located. (3-20-14)

ij. Article 682.10 shall not apply to submersible well pumps installed in swimming and marine areas; 
provided however, such articles shall apply to all other equipment required in the installation of a submersible well 
pump in such areas except for the actual submersible well pump itself. (3-28-18)

jk. Article 682.11. Add the following exception to Article 682.11: This article shall not apply to 
service equipment that is located on or at the dwelling unit and which is not susceptible to flooding. (3-28-18)

kl. Article 682.13. Add the following exceptions to Article 682.13: (3-28-18)

i. Exception No 1. Wiring methods such as HDPE schedule eighty (80) electrical conduit or its 
equivalent or greater, and clearly marked at a minimum “Caution Electrical” to indicate that it contains electrical 
conductors shall be approved. It shall be buried whenever practical, and in accordance with the requirements of the 
authority having jurisdiction. The use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at two hundred (2500) PSI (e.g. SIDR-7 or DR-
9) is suitable for use as a chase only when the following conditions are met: (3-28-18)(        )

(1) When internal conductors are jacketed submersible pump cable. (3-28-18)

(2) When used in continuous lengths, directly buried, or secured on a shoreline above and below the 
water line. (3-28-18)

(3) When submersible pump wiring terminations in the body of water according to 682.13 Exception 
No. 2 are met. (3-28-18)

ii. Exception No 2. Any listed and approved splices required to be made at the submersible well pump 
itself, outside of a recognized submersed pump sleeve or housing, when wires are too large to be housed inside such 
sleeve, shall be covered with a non-metallic, impact resistant material, no less than one quarter (.25) inches thick, 
such as heavy duty heat shrink or other equivalent method approved by the authority having jurisdiction. (Eg. install 
a heat shrink over the sleeve or housing that the submersible well pump is installed in, and then recover (apply heat) 
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the heat shrink over both the HDPE and the water line). At least six (6) inches shall be over the sleeve and at least 
twelve (12) inches over the HDPE and water line. (3-28-18)

iii. Exception No. 3. Pipe, conduit, PVC well casing, or other electrically unlisted tubing may be used 
as a chase, but not as a raceway, to protect conductors or cables from physical damage. Conductors or cables within a 
chase shall be rated for the location. (3-28-18)

lm. Article 682.14. Add the following additional exception to Article 682.14: For installations of 
submersible well pumps installed in public swimming and marine areas, submersible well pumps shall be considered 
directly connected and shall be anchored in place. Ballast is an acceptable form of anchoring. (3-28-18)

mn. Article 682.14(A). Add the following exception to Article 682.14(A): For installations of 
submersible well pumps installed in public swimming and marine areas, motor controller circuits such as remotely 
located stop pushbutton/s, disconnect/s, relay/s or switches shall be permitted as a required disconnecting means. 
Such circuits shall be identified at a minimum as “Emergency Pump Stop”, or “Emergency Stop” with other obvious 
indications on the visible side of the enclosure, that it controls a submersible pump in the body of water. (3-28-18)

no. Article 682.15. Add the following exceptions to Article 682.15: (3-28-18)

i. Exception No. 1. Submersible pumps, and their motor leads, located in bodies of water, and that are 
rated sixty (60) amperes maximum, two hundred fifty (250) volts maximum of any phase, shall have GFCI or Ground 
Fault Equipment Protection designed to trip at a maximum of thirty (30) milliamps or less, protected by means 
selected by a licensed installer, meeting listing or labeling requirements, and inspected by the AHJ prior to 
submersion in bodies of water. (3-28-18)

ii. Exception No. 2. Installations or repair and replacement of submersible pumps located in bodies of 
water, that are rated over sixty (60) amperes, and rated at any voltage, shall be evaluated by a qualified designer or 
experienced licensed contractor, or involve engineering or be engineered, for each specific application, with the goal 
of public safety. Whenever possible, GFCI or Ground Fault Equipment Protection designed to trip at a maximum of 
thirty (30) milliamps or less, meeting listing or labeling requirements, shall be installed, and inspected by the AHJ 
prior to submersion in bodies of water. (3-28-18)

op. Article 550.32(B). Compliance with Article 550.32(B) shall limit installation of a service on a 
manufactured home to those homes manufactured after January 1, 1992. (5-3-03)

pq. Poles used as lighting standards that are forty (40) feet or less in nominal height and that support no 
more than four (4) luminaires operating at a nominal voltage of three hundred (300) volts or less, shall not be 
considered to constitute a structure as that term is defined by the National Electrical Code (NEC). The disconnecting 
means shall not be mounted to the pole. The disconnecting means may be permitted elsewhere in accordance with 
NEC, Article 225.32, exception 3. SEC special purpose fuseable connectors (model SEC 1791–DF or model SEC 
1791-SF) or equivalent shall be installed in a listed handhole (underground) enclosure. The enclosure shall be 
appropriately grounded and bonded per the requirements of the NEC applicable to Article 230-Services. Overcurrent 
protection shall be provided by a (fast-acting – minimum - 100K RMS Amps 600 VAC) rated fuse. Wiring within the 
pole for the luminaires shall be protected by supplementary overcurrent device (time-delay – minimum - 10K RMS 
Amps 600 VAC) in break-a-away fuse holder accessible from the hand hole. Any poles supporting or incorporating 
utilization equipment or exceeding the prescribed number of luminaires, or in excess of forty (40) feet, shall be 
considered structures, and an appropriate service disconnecting means shall be required per the NEC. All luminaire-
supporting poles shall be appropriately grounded and bonded per the NEC. (4-6-05)

qr. Compliance with Article 210.12 Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection. Article 210.12 shall 
apply in full. Exception: In dwelling units Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection shall only apply to all branch 
circuits and outlets supplying bedrooms. All other locations in dwelling units are exempt from the requirements of 
Article 210.12. (3-29-17)

02. Availability. A copy of the National Electrical Code is available at the offices of the Division of 
Building Safety at 1090 E. Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 83642, 1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814, and 2055 Garrett Way, Suite 7, Pocatello, Idaho 83201. (3-20-14)



INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE SYNOPSIS 
 
In compliance with Section 67-5223(4), Idaho Code, the following is a synopsis of the differences 
between the materials previously incorporated by reference in this rule that are currently of full 
force and effect and newly revised or amended versions of these same materials that are being 
proposed for incorporation by reference under this rulemaking. 
 

The following agency of the state of Idaho has prepared this synopsis as part of the proposed 
rulemaking for the chapter cited here under the docket number specified: 
 

DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 
IDAPA 07.01.06 – Rules Governing the Use of National Electrical Code 

Proposed Rulemaking - Docket No. 07-0106-1801 
 
NEC 2017 334.10(3) requires NM cables in structures other than one (1)-, two (2)-, and multi-
family dwellings (other structures) to “be concealed within walls, floors, or ceilings that provide 
a thermal barrier of material that has at least a fifteen (15)-minute finish rating as identified in 
listings of fire-rated assemblies.” This rulemaking will clarify the Division of Building Safety’s 
(Division) interpretation that NM cables located in the attics and underfloor areas of other 
structures that are not designed to be occupied are considered concealed. 
 
IDAPA 07.01.06.011.01.k.i. allows “[t]he use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at 250 PSI (eg. SIDR-
7 or DR-9) . . . for use as a chase” under certain circumstances. The Division has found that such 
pipe is not readily available. This rulemaking will allow the use of gray HDPE water pipe rated at 
two hundred (200) PSI, instead of two hundred fifty (250) PSI, for use as a chase under certain 
circumstances. Such pipe is more readily available than, substantially similar to, and will 
accomplish the same purpose as pipe rated at two hundred fifty (250) PSI. 
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