
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-third Legislature Second Regular Session - 2016

IN THE SENATE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 136

BY RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION1
STATING FINDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR MANAGED2

RECHARGE OF THE EASTERN SNAKE PLAIN AQUIFER, AND RESOLVING THAT THE3
STATE OF IDAHO ESTABLISH A MANAGED RECHARGE GOAL OF 250,000 ACRE-FEET ON4
AN AVERAGE ANNUAL BASIS ACROSS THE ESPA, DEVELOP THE CAPACITY TO ACHIEVE5
250,000 ACRE-FEET OF AVERAGE ANNUAL MANAGED RECHARGE ON OR BEFORE DE-6
CEMBER 31, 2024, AND INCREASE THE 100,000 ACRE-FEET AVERAGE ANNUAL7
ESPA CAMP PHASE I TARGET FOR STATE FUNDED MANAGED RECHARGE TO 250,0008
ACRE-FEET OF AVERAGE ANNUAL RECHARGE ACROSS THE ESPA.9

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:10

WHEREAS, Policy 1I of the 2012 Idaho State Water Plan provides that11
"aquifer recharge should be promoted and encouraged, consistent with state12
law"; and13

WHEREAS, the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA) supplies ground water14
to nearly one million irrigated acres and to numerous cities, businesses,15
dairies, factories and homes; and16

WHEREAS, the ESPA is hydraulically connected to the Snake River and dis-17
charges to the Snake River via tributary springs, which supply surface water18
for multiple beneficial uses, including aquaculture, hydropower, and the19
irrigation of nearly one million acres; and20

WHEREAS, since 1952 the total volume of water stored in the ESPA has de-21
creased by an average of 216,000 acre-feet annually due to increasing di-22
versions of ground water, increasingly efficient surface water irrigation23
practices, and other factors; and24

WHEREAS, as a result of declines to ESPA water levels and total stor-25
age content, there is currently an insufficient water supply for some water26
users leading to water delivery calls, protracted litigation, and curtail-27
ment notices issued by the Idaho Department of Water Resources; and28

WHEREAS, sustaining the spring flows in the Thousand Spring reach of the29
Snake River is essential to maintaining the Murphy minimum stream flows; and30

WHEREAS, failure to maintain the Murphy minimum stream flows will re-31
quire curtailment of water rights junior to October 25, 1984; and32

WHEREAS, current ESPA water levels and total storage content are inad-33
equate to provide a reasonably safe supply of water for sustainable surface34
and ground water irrigation, aquaculture, hydropower, municipal and indus-35
trial uses, the curtailment of which would cause severe economic harm to the36
State of Idaho; and37

WHEREAS, Policy 4D of the 2012 Idaho State Water Plan provides that38
"[t]he Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer and the Snake River below Milner Dam39
should be conjunctively managed to provide a sustainable water supply for40
all existing and future beneficial uses within and downstream of the ESPA";41
and42
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WHEREAS, Policy 4E provides that "[d]evelopment of new ... aquifer1
storage is in the public interest"; and2

WHEREAS, a 2009 Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer Comprehensive Aquifer Man-3
agement Plan ("ESPA CAMP") goal is to "[s]ustain the economic viability and4
social and environmental health of the Eastern Snake Plan by adaptively man-5
aging a balance between water use and supplies"; and6

WHEREAS, the ESPA CAMP established a long-term goal of 600,0007
acre-feet average annual change to the ESPA aquifer budget by 2030; and8

WHEREAS, the ESPA CAMP established a long-term hydrologic target for9
managed aquifer recharge of 150,000 to 250,000 acre-feet on an average an-10
nual basis; and11

WHEREAS, Phase I of the ESPA CAMP established a 100,000 acre-feet aver-12
age annual managed hydrologic target; and13

WHEREAS, a 2009 Memorandum of Agreement between the Idaho Water Re-14
source Board and Idaho Power Company provides that "[i]f the Board proposes15
to increase the 100,000 acre-feet average annual ESPA CAMP Phase I target for16
managed aquifer recharge by more than 75,000 acre-feet prior to January 1,17
2019, the Board must obtain legislative approval for such increase"; and18

WHEREAS, stabilizing and enhancing the ESPA water level is in the public19
interest because it will lead to a sustainable water supply for consumptive20
and nonconsumptive uses and minimize harm to Idaho's economy arising from21
water supply shortages; and22

WHEREAS, the state funding of the implementation of 250,000 acre-feet23
average annual managed recharge is consistent with the 2012 Idaho State Wa-24
ter Plan and the ESPA CAMP, and will help to alleviate the current water sup-25
ply conflicts and ESPA sustainability issues.26

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the members of the Second Regular Ses-27
sion of the Sixty-third Idaho Legislature, the Senate and the House of Rep-28
resentatives concurring therein, that the State of Idaho recognizes the need29
for managed recharge of the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer and resolves that the30
State of Idaho establish a managed recharge goal of 250,000 acre-feet on an31
average annual basis across the ESPA.32

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the state develop the capacity to achieve33
250,000 acre-feet of average annual managed recharge on or before December34
31, 2024.35

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Idaho increase the 100,00036
acre-feet average annual ESPA CAMP Phase I target for state funded managed37
recharge to 250,000 acre-feet of average annual recharge across the ESPA.38


