
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-third Legislature Second Regular Session - 2016

IN THE SENATE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 148

BY STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION1
STATING FINDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE AND RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HECLA MINING COMPANY AND ITS EMPLOYEES AND CONGRATU-3
LATING HECLA MINING COMPANY ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY.4

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:5

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company, headquartered in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,6
is celebrating its 125th anniversary this year; and7

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company was formed in October of 1891 and is8
Idaho's oldest publicly traded company; and9

WHEREAS, the company was formed for the purposes of acquiring and trad-10
ing mining claims in what was then North Idaho's newly discovered Silver Val-11
ley; and12

WHEREAS, mining played an integral role in the settlement of the West13
and, in particular, North Idaho; and14

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company has endured the Great Depression, two15
World Wars and extreme swings in metals prices; and16

WHEREAS, today with four operating North American mines, a number of ex-17
ploration properties and pre-development projects, Hecla Mining Company is18
the largest primary silver producer in the United States; and19

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company is the oldest New York Stock Exchange20
listed precious metals mining company in all of North America; and21

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company has advanced techniques that have im-22
proved mine worker safety, such as wireless technology, advanced seismic23
monitoring systems, low-emission diesel-powered equipment and implementa-24
tion of risk-based management systems that have improved mine worker safety;25
and26

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company has a deep connection with the communi-27
ties in which it operates, providing over $800 million to the North Idaho28
economy in just the last five years alone in wages, benefits, taxes and eco-29
nomic support of education, youth activities, community health and infra-30
structure; and31

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company has just over 1,400 employees worldwide,32
with about 380 of them in North Idaho. Hecla Mining Company provides many of33
the highest-paying jobs in North Idaho; and34

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company has a strong asset profile with assets in-35
cluding Greens Creek in Alaska, Lucky Friday in Mullan, Idaho, Casa Berardi36
in Quebec, San Sebastian in Mexico and Rock Creek in Montana; and37

WHEREAS, Hecla Mining Company will continue to help supply the world's38
increasing consumer demand for goods that require silver, gold, zinc and39
lead, with silver being a key ingredient for solar voltaic cells, modern40
electronics and medical applications.41

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the members of the Second Regular Ses-42
sion of the Sixty-third Idaho Legislature, the Senate and the House of Repre-43



2

sentatives concurring therein, that we recognize the contributions and ac-1
complishments of Hecla Mining Company and its employees, and congratulate2
Hecla Mining Company on its 125th anniversary.3


