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Ifyou need additional information concerning Idaho's Forest Tax Law, obtain a copy of the brochure titled
“Idaho’s Forestland Taxation Law 2012.” A discussion of the two forest tax options is included in that brochure.
It will help you understand the two tax systems and which of them would be best for you.

You can examine Idaho Code and Rule on the internet. The web site is: www.state.id.us/laws_rules. For Code
sections, go to Idaho Statutes, title 63, chapter 17, Taxation of Forestlands and Forest Producis. For rules, go
to Administrative Rules, then Administrative Code, thenTax Commission, State (35), then PropertyTax
Administrative Rules 35.01.03, then the Forest Tax Rules 960 through 966.
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Timberland tax rate rolled back

By LYNNE I>rm< . : _ <m.Em of the land and projected
Staff writer hn— . S . timber growth, When they sell
suggest we roll back the value and next year take a their timber, the county does

SANDPOINT — Some Bonner i i s i+ »  not tax the proceeds.
County landowners will enjoy look at it and create a systematic game plan to maaammm it.” T Bare Land and Vidld is

measure of tax relief this year, —CARY KELLY, Bonner County commissioner the second option. Under this
thanks to commissionérs Cary i plan, the land is taxed at a sig-
Kelly, Todd Sudick and Glen _ nificantly lower rate, but the
Bailey. e:mmnm%. they voted to  had changed. Based on the soil, county. Bonner County code owners must pay the county a
roll back taxes on timberland to timber is graded as Type 1, offers these owners two tax 3-percent yield tax when they
2015 levels, pending an investi- or good, which is the highest options. sell the mature trees. This
gation into the basis for a raise type," said Kelly, chair of the Under the Land Productivity option, in effect, lets timberland
in rates this year. commission. Landowners with option, the property must be owners defer part of their annu-

"It came to our attention last at least five acres of timber are devoted to growing trees for al tax until their trees are fuily
week that the timber values eligible to apply for a forest commercial use. Owners pay

for Bonner County residents land tax exemption from the annual tax on the assessed See COUNTY, A3
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Photo by LYNNE HALEY
Commissioners vote on tlmberland tax break. From
left, are Todd Sudick, Cary Kelly and Glenn Bailey.

UNTY quality acreage is worth
$149 per acre.
. . ) "Timber values vary
from A1 . quite a bit," said Bailey.
' w “A blanket statement of ...
grown, according to the  yalye needs to be looked

assessor's office. at and looked at hard.”
The per-acre value of S

forested property was

' based on the a¢tual qual-

| ity of a person's property
in years past, accord-
ing to Bonner County
Assessor Jerty Clemens.

- Assessors rated land as
good, average or fair. =
Each grade was:associat-
ed with a valnation for
tax purposes.-

"We had parcels with
a mix of grades," he said.
"What we did (this year)
was raise all parcels to
'good"," he said.

The assessor's office
took this action in
response to a call by state
forester Rod Brevig, for-
est land tax administra-
tor for the state of Idaho.
Brevig told the assessor's
office that Bonner County
values were too low, said
Clemens, and that the
soil and climate of the
area prescribed a "good"
value rating.

"We understood he
wanted us to do it all
in one year," he said,
finding out after that
fact that they could have
raised values more grad-
ually. )

As a point of compar-
ison, the county values -
poor guality timber-
land under the Land
-Productivity option at
$128 pér acre while good
qualityland has an '
asséssed value of $518
per acre. Under the Bare
Land and Yield option, -
Bonner County. consmers
poor quality. acreage to’
be worth $61 per acre for
tax purposes while good .




