
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS28309 / S1127

This legislation amends the Idaho Telehealth Act to allow and enable innovation in healthcare technology and
offer greater access to affordable, quality care for Idahoans. It removes the requirement for narrowly defined
technology during a first telehealth encounter between a provider and patient.

This amendment will provide accountability to the Community Standard of Care for all technology used in
telehealth, while at the same time maximizes patient choice and empowers the Idaho licensed provider to use
professional discretion in providing care via telehealth.

Currently, Idaho Code mandates a "two-way audio or audio-visual interaction" to establish a valid
provider-patient relationship for all telehealth encounters. A healthcare provider licensed in Idaho should be
able to establish a provider-patient relationship with any available technology that is sufficient to evaluate or
diagnose and appropriate to treat an Idaho patient for the condition as presented to the provider that can meet
the community standard of care. Idaho licensed providers are held accountable to the community standard of
care through the relevant regulatory board.

FISCAL NOTE
There is no anticipated additional cost to the self-funding professional boards or the General Fund. Payment
for telehealth services are outside the scope of this law.

Contact:
Tim Olson
Teladoc Health
(208) 850-6262

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).

Statement of Purpose / Fiscal Note Bill SOP/FN INTRODUCED: 02/15/2021, 4:46 PM


