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National Recognition and Accolades

Idaho’s Advanced Opportunities Program, which helps students get a 
jump start toward college and career, offers a worthy example for 
“state policymakers seeking ways to improve the quality of high school 
instruction and expand postsecondary access and attainment,” 
according to a May 2020 report from the Manhattan Institute. 

The report, “How Idaho is Reshaping High Schools by Empowering 
Students,” focuses on Idaho’s unique advanced opportunities program.

Most states across the country now have laws to enable dual 
enrollment, but “Idaho’s Advanced Opportunities program has been 
particularly successful,” the report states. 
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Demographics 

Total number of students using A.O.: 39,304
This is a an 8% increase over the prior year.
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Gender
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Dual Credit
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Dual Credit by College: 2019
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Dual Credit by College: 2020
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Dual Credit

29,768 
students took Dual 

Credit courses in 2020,
a 7% increase from 
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AO Money Utilized
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Early Graduation Scholarship

Students Awarded Scholarship Students Eligible for Scholarship 

2019 Total = 93 2019 Total = 334

2020 Total = 76 2020 Total = 331
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2021 Preliminary Numbers to Date
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College and Career Readiness:
Student Engagement
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Idaho Public Driver Education
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Advising within Advanced Opportunities
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Advanced Opportunities Network
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• Advising Module

• Webinars

• Presentations

• Manuals

• Brochures/Flyers

• Student/Parent Nights

• Videos

Advising and Supports
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

COLLEGE AND CAREER ADVISING

PARTNERSHIPS
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

• Attended by over 275 Counselors, 

Administrators, and College Access 

Staff. 

• Presentations were provided by over 

35 state and national partners 

covering the topics of:

• Advising/Learning Plans

• College and Career Programming

• Key Academic Transitions

• Professional Skill Building

• 35 participants from around the 

state committed to a yearlong 

learning community. 

• Focus topics include:

• Teacher Leadership

• Building a College and Career 

Culture in Schools

• Financial Aid/Scholarships

• Advising
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ABOUT GEAR UP

• 5,700 students in 23 districts throughout the state.

• Served these students from the 7th grade through their first year of college. 

Students are currently in the 8th and 9th grades. 

• Program Activity Requirements include:

• College Awareness

• Career Awareness

• Financial Literacy/Financial Aid

• Social and Emotional Learning/Life Skills

• STEM Activities

• Service Learning

• Individual Planning

• Parent Engagement

• Teacher Professional Development

• 112,700 hours of documented services in 2019/2020
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EXPANDING PROGRAM REACH

• February 11, 2021

• Open to all 8th - 12th graders in Idaho

• Over 60 companies plus:

• Mock Interview Sessions

• Soft Skills Workshops

• Career Presentations

• Industry Panel Discussions

• Over 4,500 students registered so far!

DEV
LEAGUE

TOUR
CAMPUS

APP
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EXPANDING PROGRAM REACH

Strategic planning workshop for College and 

Career Programs. 

• Training Includes:

• Learning from the past

• Considering best practices

• Understanding the building blocks 

• Assembling a plan

• Moving from planning to action

• Adjusting your plan

• Parents: Guide To Advanced Opportunities

• Parents: Supporting Your Student On Their Journey To College

• Educators: A New Coordinator’s Guide To College Readiness 

Programming

• Educators: A Workflow For Supporting Student Career Readiness

• Educators: Incorporating College and Career Into The Classroom

• Educators: Supporting Students’ Transition To High School

• Educators: GREAT IDEAS! Activities and Best Practices From Around 

The State

• Students: Navigating Your Path To College

• Students: 9th Grade, What You Need To Know About High School

• Students: Preparing For The Workforce After High School

Curated Toolkits on SDE’s College and 
Career Advising Page (Coming Soon!)
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Questions

Dr. Eric Studebaker | Director of Student Engagement & Safety Coordination

Idaho State Department of Education

208 332 6961 – Office

208 404 1532 - Cell

estudebaker@sde.idaho.gov

www.sde.idaho.gov
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