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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS29131 / H0439

Under current Idaho code, voters in the four recognized political parties who want to change to a different
party or become unaffiliated, must do so by the candidate filing deadline prior to the primary election. Those
already in the unaffiliated category, however, are currently able to change their affiliation at any time, up to and
including the primary election day. This bill changes the rule for unaffiliated voters. If they wish to change
affiliation, they must do so by the candidate filing deadline prior to the primary election just like all the other
voters.

FISCAL NOTE
This change in the deadline for unaffiliated voters will save time for poll workers on Election Day by not having
to record any change of affiliation at the polls. Notice of this new deadline date for unaffiliated voters may be
sent out in the pre-election mailings routinely sent by the elections offices. It is also an option for the Secretary
of State to fund a separate mailing to all unaffiliated voters.

Contact:
Senator Mary Souza
(208) 332-2400
Representative Doug Okuniewicz
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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