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• Parks and Recreation
operates 30 parks and
recreational trails across
Idaho.

• Manages boating, off-
highway Vehicle (OHV),
snowmobile, and Trail
programs (19,500 miles total;
5,000 motorized).

Statutory authority comes from Idaho Code,
Title 67, Chapters 42, 70 and 71

Overview
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• The yearly economic impact of the
parks and recreational programs
is $1.2 billion.

• Visitors and Recreationists buy
food, fuel, lodging, sporting goods
and souvenirs.

• For every $1 of general fund money
put into Idaho Parks, the state
receives $61 in economic
activity.

Economic Impact
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• In the last three years,
visitation averaged a
record 7.4 million.

• a 27-percent increase
compared to average
visitation in prior years
(2015-19).

Visitation
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Bear Lake on a busy summer day

Students touring Coeur d’Alene’s Old Mission
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• Nine of 10 Idahoans recreate
regularly outdoors and believe
outdoor recreation is economically
important.

• Ninety-three percent say they will
recreate more in coming year.

• Respondents said
upgrading/Maintaining facilities
should be IDPR’s highest priority.

Idaho Code 67-4219, Legislative Intent; 67-4223(8),
Comprehensive Plan

Rec is Rad
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• $3 million to pave the
Ashton-Tetonia Trail,
funded by a U.S.
Commerce Department
grant

• $20 million from
American Rescue Plan
Act/Leading Idaho for
park Maintenance and
expansion
(Legislative Budget Book, Page 4-44)

Prior Year 
Appropriations
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A trestle on the Ashton-Tetonia trail

Hennessey Yurt at Idaho City

5

6



4

• 11.58 FTPs for additional staff

• 2 percent targeted raises for
hard-to-fill/keep positions

• $400,000 for increased
operating costs

• $300,000 for seasonal
staffing
(LBB, P. 4-44)

Prior Year 
Appropriations
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• $7.4 Million for Eagle Island
State Park campground

• $150,000 for vault toilets at
Bear Lake State Park

• $165,000 to purchase Sheridan
Property at Castle Rocks State
Park

• Thank you for these needed
FY2023 appropriations.
(LBB 4-44)

Prior Year 
Appropriations

8 Campground location, east of lake and Visitors Center

Campground coming soon!

The Sheridan acquisition and a recent federal purchase open new 
acreage in Graham Canyon for visitors to City of Rocks NR/Castle 
Rocks State Park.
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• The Department has two
supplemental requests:

• a new maintenance shop on
the Trail of the Coeur
d’Alenes, a partnership
between state agencies

• Governor Little’s outdoor
recreation initiative to
address the department’s
maintenance and
expansion needs
(LBB: 4-44)

FY2023 Supplementals
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Crumbling boat ramp at Henrys Lake State Park

• $900,000 for maintenance shop on
the Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes
• Is a Partnership with the Department

of Environmental Quality and the city
of Kellogg.

• existing facility to be removed in
late 2024.

• New shop will enhance trail
maintenance and provide staff
housing.
(LBB: No. 1, P. 4-44)

Supplemental
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Existing Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes shop

Riders enjoying the Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes
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• $100 million, one-time transfer from
General Fund to address
maintenance and expand capacity

• Of that, $10 million for IDPR, IDFG and
IDL to responsibly manage and
expand outdoor access

• Provide more campsites, marina
upgrades, facility renovations
and outdoor recreation sites
(LBB, No. 2, P. 4-44)

Idaho Code 67-4225, Park and Recreation Fund; 67-4223(2),
Powers of the Park and Recreation Board

Supplemental:
Idaho’s Great Outdoors 

Investment
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$4,968,000 in dedicated funds 
for:

• equipment and vehicles,
including computers,
radios, and utility vehicles
for trail maintenance

• maintenance on buildings,
irrigation systems,
pavement, and other
items
(LBB: P. 4-46)

Replacement Items

Snowmobile safety class 
and trail ranger at work 
with bike and saw
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• Each request is designed
to enhance or expand
the service given to the
public.

FY2024 Line Items
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• $649,600 in dedicated funds for 10
new positions to stabilize staffing
due to increased visitation
(Legislative Budget Book: No. 1, P. 4-46)

• $379,200 in dedicated funds for two
trail rangers and equipment to
serve north and east regions
(LBB: No. 4, P. 4-47)

• $58,600 in dedicated funds to
convert three part-time
positions to full
(LBB: No. 5, P. 4-47)

Increase Staffing 

A ranger gives in Interpretive 
presentation at Lake Cascade 
State Park, a trail ranger out with 
his dozer, and the boating 
training coordinator talks to the 
public
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• $485,000 in dedicated
funds to cover higher
utility, fuel, trash, and
maintenance costs created
by heavy visitation

• A portion to the new
Billingsley Creek
Campground and to create
an emergency repair
fund ($100,000)
(LBB: No. 2, P. 4-47)

Park Operations 
Increase 

15

• $150,000 in dedicated
funds for increased
wages for seasonal
employees

• Seasonal employees
provide one-third of the
department’s workforce
hours
(LBB: No. 3, P. 4-47)

Increase Seasonal Pay 
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Department’s Workforce Hours
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• $100,000 in dedicated
funds to promote
responsible off-
highway vehicle
(OHV) use
(LBB: No. 6, P. 4-48)

Off-Highway Vehicle
media campaign 
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• $375,000 in dedicated
funds to build a new
group shelter at
McCroskey State Park

• The project would
include parking and a
vault toilet.
(LBB: No. 8, P. 4-48)

McCroskey Group
Shelter & Facilities

18

The view from McCroskey at the proposed shelter location
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• $880,000 in dedicated
funds for a new entrance
station at the Lionhead
Unit of Priest Lake State
Park

• The station would handle
camper check-ins, fee
collections, retail sales,
and permit purchases.
(LBB: No. 9, P. 4-48)

Priest Lake Entrance
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Lionhead unit entrance

• $2.2 million in dedicated grant
authority to fund  rec
programs and projects of local
agencies.

• Grants support snowmobiling,
off-road riding and boating,
non-motorized trails and local
government rec projects.
(LBB: No. 10, P. 4-49)

Dedicated Fund Grant 
Authority
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• Nearly $1.2 million in
dedicated funding for two
full-time employees and
equipment to create a
regional maintenance
crew based in Idaho falls
(LBB: No. 11, P. 4-49)

Maintenance Crew: 
East Region
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A needed basement repair at 
Harriman and a leaky foundation 
at Ponderosa

• $5 million in FY2024
American Rescue Plan
Act/State Fiscal Recovery
Fund for capital &
maintenance for
maintenance and capacity
expansion projects
(LBB: No. 51, P. 4-49)

Leading Idaho
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Some extra hearty folks tent camped at Priest Lake State Park last month.
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• Governor Little
recommends authority to
carry over unencumbered
and unspent funds for
maintenance and expanded
capacity from FY2023 to
FY2024, not to exceed
$100 million.
(LBB: P. 4-50)

Budget Law Exemptions/
Adjustments

23

Questions?

Parks & Recreation’s Proposed 
FY2024 Budget, Presented to the 

Joint Finance-Appropriations 
Committee
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2022 ECONOMIC IMPACT UPDATE2022 ECONOMIC IMPACT UPDATE

More Recreation
Nine of 10 Idahoans say outdoor recreation is important
and that they will recreate more going forward. Hiking
and camping are the most popular activities, followed by
fishing and snow sports.

Employment
IDPR's operations generate more than 3,000 jobs statewide.

Visitation & Economic Contribution 
7.4 million visitors | 2020-2022 (yearly average)

In 2022, IDPR contributed $1.2 billion to Idaho's economy
through camping, day use, outdoor recreation programs.

IDPR only receives about 7% of its annual operating budget
from the General Fund. Everything else is self-funded by
various programs like the State Parks Passport, camping
fees, recreational use stickers, and other sources.

DID YOUDID YOU  
KNOW...KNOW...

IDAHO STATE PARKS AND RECREATIONIDAHO STATE PARKS AND RECREATION

Today, we have one staffer for every 41,100 visitors.
Fourteen years ago, the ratio was one for every 26,198.
The National Park Service has one for every 15,000 (and it is
critically understaffed)

Despite record visitation at parks in 2020, 2021 and 2022, the
department has nearly the same number of employees that had in
2008, serving about half as many visitors came.

The Challenges 



More facilities (day-use
shelters, marinas, visitor
centers)
Additional campgrounds
Access points for boating,
fishing, and hunting
Trail maintenance and
expanded trail access

Idahoans want...

�Number of Parks: 30
�Number of Acres: 60,000
�Miles of hiking, biking, multi-use, and
motorized trails: 19,500 (about 5,000
motorized)
�Number of Overnight Campsites: 1,976
�Number of Opportunities for safe,
affordable, family fun: LIMITLESS

Faulty water wells
Closed restrooms
Out-of-service bridges, buildings, and facilities

A $126 MILLION backlog in maintenance and needed capital improvements means visitors
may experience:

Rural Impact
When visitors come to Idaho's state parks, they buy gas, food,
souvenirs, sporting goods, lodging, and much more in Idaho's
rural cities and counties, bringing more than $216 million to
Idaho's economy annually. That is a good return on investment
considering taxpayers spend about $3.5 million of the state's
General Fund on IDPR.


