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HB 315 Appropriations for additional funding for drug and mental health courts, development grant for
comununity corrections and the Office of Drug Policy

SB 1142 Modifies 1.C. 20-520 to allow courts to order substance abuse assessment and community
based treatment of an adjudicated juvenile, with initial cost to be borne by DHW

SB 1143 Modifies and expands the State Mental Health Authority Development Grant Program to
include substance abuse services, authorizes grant awards to include multidisciplinary
proposals encompassing the Department of Correction, Department of Juvenile Corrections
and the courts

SB 1147 Funds pilot project for school-based Teen Early Intervention Mental Health / Substance
Abuse Specialists and adds these intervention specialists to court screening teams

SB 1149  Authorizes sentencing courts to order substance abuse and mental health assessments and
community-based treatment as a condition of probation, with initial cost to be borne by DHW

SCR 108 Requests Legislative Council to engage an independent contractor to develop an
implementation plan to improve Idaho’s mental health and substance abuse treatment delivery
systems

SCR 109 Recommends the development of a standard statewide assessment tools for mental health and
substance abuse

I hope that Idaho Judges contributed in some small measure to the development and passage of much of
this legislation, either through testimony and written recommendations to the Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Interim Committee (HCR63), by direct recommendation to the legislature from Chief
Justice Gerald Schroeder relating to a coordinated budget process for drug courts, or through the Court’s
budgetary proposals. Recommendations relating to coordinated budgets were incorporated into and made
a part of HB106.

The Idaho courts support the important work of the Interagency Committee on Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment. The Governor’s appointment of Debbie Field as administrator was extremely
well-received by the judiciary. She commands the highest respect of judges and administrators
throughout the state, and has already provided exemplary leadership. In particular, we commend the
commitiee’s work, under the leadership of Chair Field, to adopt a statewide, uniform substance abuse
assessment. We have worked to assist in the development of an implementation plan for the assessment.
We will assure that Idaho judges are provided information about this assessment protocol and will
provide their feedback on the assessment reports needed for appropriate sentencing. We are active
contributors to the interagency committee working closely with Chair Field.

We also support cooperative statewide efforts to improve the quality of substance abuse treatment
services. We are encouraged with new efforts to implement integration of mental health and substance
abuse treatment services through both administrative integration as well as the planned work with Dr.




Office of Performance Evaluation

Follow-Up to OPE Review of the December 2005 Report

on State Substance Abuse Treatment Efforts

April 12, 2007 Page 3

Kenneth Minkoff to develop a plan for treatment service integration throughout the substance abuse and
mental health treatment system., We were pleased to play a role in funding the licenses for the Idaho
system to ufilize three “toolkits” for service integration developed by Dr. Minkoff and will actively
participate in the further implementation of this system change with Dr, Minkoff’s assistance.

The 1daho Judiciary has continued to participate in collaborative planning with the children’s mental
health and juvenile justice systems to plan for effective referrals for assessments and mental health
treatment for young people coming before the court. We believe this work has established an effective
template for the work that lies ahead to implement a similar system envisioned by recent legislation
enabling judges to order substance abuse and mental health assessments for adults as well as necessary
follow-up treatinent.

Again, my congratulations to the Idaho Legislature and to Legislative Services for outstanding leadership
in this area!

Recommendation 5.1

To have necessary data for managing substance abuse programs, the Department of Health and Welfare,
the Department of Correction, the Department of Juvenile Corrections, and the Judicial Branch should
work individually, and collectively with relevant entities, (o ensure the collection and analysis of the
Jollowing information about their programs:

a. Individuals served in each type of program and waiting for services.

b.  Individuals not served, or not provided the appropriate iype of freatment.
c. Completion, dropout, and relapse rates, overall and by provider.

d. Average length of stay in each type of program, overall and by provider.
Response

We continue to support efforts to strengthen data collection and analysis. To respond to
recommendations for our own data collection efforts, we assigned a staff person to carefully screen
submissions of data on monthly utilization from each drug court and to reconcile any discrepancies from
month to month. This provides an accurate, ongoing accounting of utilization of drug courts across the
state, as well as some key indicator data such as drug-free births and jail days for offenders. It also
provides the accurate count of drug court terminations, by type, including graduations. We have also
commissioned some revisions to our court data management system (ISTARS) to streamline data
collection and reporting. We are collecting the recommended data on average length of stay in drug
courts,

We are nearing completion of the statewide outcome evaluation of felony drug courts, which will give all
of us a good look at drug court effectiveness across the state. We will continue to evaluate our drug court
efforts through both outcome evaluation and process monitoring efforts.

As you know, The Department of Health and Welfare is charged with the responsibility of providing
substance abuse treatment to all drug court participants. In this regard, the Department has the
responsibility to provide the necessary treatment data for all drug court offenders.
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Recommendation 6.3

The Department of Health and Welfare, the Department of Correction, the Department of Juvenile
Corrections, and Judicial Branch should continue or begin to take measurable steps to gather, verify, and
publish relevant information on the effectiveness of substance abuse programs.

Response
As noted earlier, the Idaho courts continue to make every effort to insure that all three branches of

government have access to rigorous outcome measures of effectiveness. The Drug Court and Mental
Health Court Coordinating Committee will be reviewing initial findings of the felony drug court
evaluation at its April 2007 meeting. A copy of this report, when final, will of course be made available
to all interested entities, We will also contribute to the fullest extent to all initiatives undertaken by the
interagency committee. A copy of the most recent Drug Court and Mental Health Court annual report is
attached for your reference.

We hope this update provides the information you are seeking. If you have further questions, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

e
Patricia Tobias
Administrative Director of the Couris
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Aftachments

*  Report to the Interim Committee (HCR 63)

*  Drug Courts and Mental Health Courts 2006

*+  Response by Justice Daniel Eismann, Chair — Drug Court and Mental Health Court Coordinating
Committee, dated November 29, 2005
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